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North Northamptonshire Schools Forum: 4 November 2021 

Agenda Item 7 

Pupil Growth Fund – 2021/22 position and requirements for 2022/23 

 

 

Appendix E 

 

1. Background  

1.1 The Pupil Growth Fund (PGF) provides the mechanism by which the Local Authority (LA) provides 

revenue funding to schools to employ the necessary staff to allow for the provision of new school 

places. The PGF is a key factor in ensuring that the LA is able to fulfil its statutory obligation of 

providing a sufficiency of school places in all areas of North Northamptonshire.  

1.2    The PGF is funded from the Schools Block of the Dedicated Schools Grant and is top-sliced from 

school budgets before the remainder is distributed via the Schools Funding Formula (for primary 

and secondary mainstream schools and academies). 

1.3    Schools Forum is responsible for setting the amount of funding that schools receive when providing 

new school places at the request of the LA and the total allocated budget of the Pupil Growth Fund. 

1.4    The PGF rates were last updated for the 21/22 financial year and are based upon average teacher 

costs. These rates are identified below: 

Pupil Growth Fund rates 

£ per 30 additional places added 

Secondary Primary  

Teacher  £52,587 Teacher  £41,648.25 

LSA £26,752 LSA £14,194.90 

Resources £3,000 Resource £1,000 

1.5    Due to the fact that the LA operates on the 1st April – 31st March financial year and schools operate 

on an academic year, any school that receives PGF funding will receive the funding in two tranches. 

One payment of 5/12ths to cover the period 1st April – 31st August each year and a second payment 

of 7/12ths to cover the period 1st September – 31st March.  

1.6    The LA is able to recoup any PGF funding paid to an academy from the DfE made in the period 1st 

April to 31st August annually, due to the manner in which academies are funded.  

2. 2021/22 PGF Position 

2.1 The agreed budget set by the NNC’s Shadow Schools Forum in October 2020 equated to £700,000. 

 Total Growth Fund payments made to NNC schools for the 21/22 financial year = £1,080,944; 

 Total anticipated recoupment of academy PGF payments = £411,981; 

 Total Growth funded – recoupment = a forecast underspend of £31,037 against the PGF 

budget for 21/22. 

2.2     Growth has been funded at the following schools in 2021/22; 
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Phase  School Growth Funded (£) 

Sec  

Brooke Weston Academy 

798,153 

Corby Technical School (permanent) 

Corby Technical School (bulge) 

Kettering Science Academy 

Kingswood Secondary 

Prince William 

Sir Christopher Hatton 

Southfield School for Girls 

Pri 

Hawthorn Primary 

282,791 

Hayfield Cross CE Primary 

Irthlingborough Infants 

Loatlands Primary 

Priors Hall Primary 

Rushden Primary Academy 

St Brendans RC Primary 

Titchmarsh Primary 

3. Requirements for the 2022/23 Pupil Growth Fund 

3.1  The forecast requirement for the 22/23 PGF is as follows. The requirement is based upon agreed 

growth that has already been added and is moving through the system i.e. new and growing schools 

and the funding that will be required to meet demand from September 2022 onwards (where this 

capacity will be added is still to be agreed in some instances). 

Phase  School Growth Funded (£) 

Sec  

Brooke Weston Academy 

803,603 

Corby Technical School 

CTS bulge 2 & BWA 

Kettering Science Academy 

Kingswood Secondary 

Prince William School 

Sir Christopher Hatton 

Southfield School for Girls 

Funding to support bulge capacity in Corby 

Funding to support bulge cap in Kett 

Funding to support bulge cap in W'boro 

Pri 

Hawthorn Primary 

224,258 

Hayfield Cross (Kettering East) 

Irthlingborough Infant  

Priors Hall Primary 

Stanton Cross Primary (new school) 

St Brendans 

Titchmarsh Primary 

 Total 1,027,861  
 Estimated recoupment 399,421  
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3.2     Total PGF payments to schools – academy recoupment from the DfE = £628,440. 

3.3     Total forecast expenditure compared to the 21/22 PGF budget amount of £700,000, would 

therefore equate to a forecast underspend of £71,660 for the 22/23 Pupil Growth Fund budget. 

3.4    The anticipated expenditure against the 22/23 Pupil Growth Fund has been formulated with the 

best knowledge available to the LA at the present time, however, a number of assumptions about 

the growth required in 22/23 have been made and as such, the amounts shown above may be 

subject to change. 

3.5    To mitigate against any unforeseen growth requirements in the North Northamptonshire area 

during the 22/23 financial year, it is recommended that the 22/23 PGF budget be maintained at 

its 21/22 amount and a budget of £700,000 be approved by Schools Forum. 

3.6   Any underspend against the PGF will be returned to the DSG. 

4 Recommendations for Schools Forum 

4.1    To agree that the teacher rates be maintained at 21/22 levels. 

4.2    To note the current position of the 21/22 Pupil Growth Fund and the forecast expenditure 

required to support growth and to ensure that NNC is able to provide a sufficiency of school 

places across in North Northamptonshire in 22/23. 

4.3    To approve a Pupil Growth Fund budget of £700,000 for the 2022/23 financial year. 

5 Next steps 

5.1    To consult upon/vote on the recommendations made above. 

6 Financial implications 

6.1 Should a Pupil Growth Fund of £700,000 be agreed for the 2022/23 financial year, this amount 

will be top-sliced from the Schools Block prior to the budgets for all mainstream primary and 

secondary schools and academies individual budgets are established. 

7 Legal implications 

7.1 The legislation governing the Schools Forum powers and responsibilities is available at the link 

below. This outlines that deductions that require a vote by all schools forum members. 

Stat guidance template (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/cEd4CovJof5o0Af1WBcl?domain=assets.publishing.service.gov.uk
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7.2    For further information on the legislature for deductions please see The School and Early Years 

Finance (England) Regulations 2021 (legislation.gov.uk)  

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/59/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/59/made
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8 Risks 

8.1 If a PGF is not established for 22/23, NNC will fail to fulfil its statutory obligation of providing a 

sufficiency of school places. 

8.2   If a PGF is not established for 22/23, NNC will not be able to fund previously agreed growth across 

the primary and secondary phases of education in North Northamptonshire and ‘new and 

growing’ schools will not receive budgeted for growth funding. This is likely to result in severe 

budget issues at a number of schools listed above, incur significant reputational damage and 

possible legal action against NNC by the schools involved. 

8.3   Should a PGF for 22/23 be established but with insufficient budget to fund all required growth in 

North Northamptonshire, NNC may fail to fulfil its statutory obligations of providing a sufficiency 

of school places. 
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